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fighting Russia, or vice versa, Conrad had worked out mo-
bilization plans which divided the Austrian forces into four
groups: (1) a minimum Balkan group, consisting of three
Army Corps—the XVth and XVIth in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, and the XHIth at Agrain; (2) a group of eight
Army Corps for use against Russia and if necessary against
Rumania—I, Cracow; X, Przmysl; XI, Lemberg; XII,
Hermannstadt, all near the Northeast Frontier; and II,
Vienna; V, Pressburg; VI, Kaschau; and XIV, Innsbruck;
(3) an alternative group of four Army Corps—IV, Buda-
pest; VII, Temesvar; VIII, Prag; and IX, Leitmeritz—
which could be used either against Serbia or Russia; in case
of war with Serbia alone this group would roll toward the
Danube to attack Belgrade and Serbia from the north
while the first group were attacking from the west; but if
Russia made war before it had become engaged on the
Danube, it could be shifted north to the Galician front;
and (4) the Illrd Army Corps at Graz, to be held as a
reserve, which could also be used either against Serbia or
Russia, These strategic arrangements made it possible to
mobilize half the Austrian army without mobilizing any
troops near the Russian frontier, thus avoiding as far as
possible giving Russia grounds for alarm. The eight Army
Corps, accordingly, to which Conrad issued mobilization
orders on the evening of July 25, were those comprised in
groups (1), (3), and (4) above.56
As Austria and Serbia had now broken off diplomatic
relations and were mobilizing against one another, the
Great Powers began to put forward a variety of proposals
for preserving peace.
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